The Bible’s Greatest Hits: Samson
Introduction
Introduce Samson...introduce the Judges...

Samson becomes the 12th and last Judge.  He lives around 1100 B.C. during a period between Joshua and Samuel, and about 50 years prior to Saul becoming the first king of Israel.  

Read Judges 13:1.
This verse describes the situation. Judges 21:25 sums up the situation in Israel during this time.

Israel is on the verge of disappearing.  They were assimilating at a rapid rate with the Canaanite culture...they were not crying out to God to save them. 

In Judges 13-16 we watch a colossal crash, an tragic fall... he presents not just the leadership but also the people of Israel. 

What we see in this story is that sin can derail any strength, potential or promise in a person. 

Tell the story of Judges 13:2-7.
Samson had a great upbringing (13:24).  He had godly parents who wanted him to be all he could be.  

But Samson was lustful, prideful and narcissistic. God made Samson but he did not fear God. He did not honor God. 

Samson was a Nazirite. 

A Nazirite (Heb. “Dedicated or consecrated ones”) could be either a man or a woman who separated themselves voluntarily for a limited amount of time that consisted of three provisions...1) no strong drink or anything from the vine), 2) no cutting your hair, 3) and no contact with the dead.

Samson, however, was chosen to be a Nazirite from the womb and live so all of his life.  It was part of his calling and his obedience. 

(“Set apart” in the New Testament is translated holy and saints and always refers to those who belong to Christ.  So as we go through this story watch for the parallels in your life and in the world today.) 

But Samson did what was right in his own eyes and he did not follow the commands of God. 

Read 14:1-3
Samson is going to blow through 4 roadblocks God sets up to turn him from sin.  

1. Command of God (he was a Nazirite, 13:25)
2. The counsel of godly parents (14:3)

3. A lion blocks his path (14:5) he did not tell his parents but starting keeping secrets from them.  He was separating his public life from his private life. 

4. He is surrounded by the wrong people and he loses his wife.  His own people turned him in. 

There are two kinds of roadblocks God puts in our path.  The first two were roadblocks of kindness.  The second two were discipline and pain (see Hebrews 12:7-11)

11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
When someone disregards the roadblocks, gifts from God, this is where it leads.  
Tell the story Judges 15:9-20.
Ramath-lehi means Hill of a Jawbone or Jawbone Hill.  En-hakkore in Hebrew means The Spring of Him Who Called or Caller’s Hill. 
The story of the gates of Gaza. 
Samson carries the gates of the city.  They were locked up against him the gates of the city were for protection and also the place where officials (city elders) met to transact business.  

To possess the gates of a city was a metaphor for defeating your enemy.  In Matthew 16:18, Jesus says the gates of hell would not prevail against his church.  He probably had this scene in his mind. 

Samson has moved from doing what is right in his own eyes to loving...(16:4).
Read Judges 16:18-22.
Read Judges 16:23-31.
The Philistines seem more interested in humiliating Samson and the Israelites than killing him. Sin does not kill us but it binds us, tortures us and controls us...

They wanted to keep the Israelites in fear and captivity. Dagan is the god of grain.  Early mythology called him the father of Baal so many of the rituals and traditions were the same. 
Proverbs 25:28 A man without self-control  is like a city broken into and left without walls.
Ps. 66:18 If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,     the Lord would not have listened. 19But truly God has listened;    he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
In Judges 16:28 Samson finally recognizes God’s role in his life.  “Remember me” is not because he feels forgotten by God but a plea for God to take action on his part. 
The weaker Samson got, the stronger he would get...

Samson means “light/sun” and Delilah means “extinguisher”

You can never be too weak; you only have too much pride.
You can never be too weak; you can only be too hardened.
1Corinthians 10:12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.
Are you ignoring the roadblocks/warnings the Lord has set up in your path?

Samson never found real strength until he discovered his weakness. 

If a Nazirite broke his vows even in an emergency the rules to re-consecrate were elaborate.  It involved shaving his head and a period of isolation (no less than 30 days) and finally a sacrifice.  

In the end Samson recognized God’s role in his life.  He did not rail against God for his circumstances.  

This story is not so much about Samson’s strength as it is about God’s faithfulness and forgiveness.  

I can’t spend the rest of my life living in my past sins or failures...

And I don’t want to spend the rest of my life angry with God over the consequences of my choices.

What I want is restoration and then an opportunity to serve. 
Ps. 66:18 If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,     the Lord would not have listened. 19But truly God has listened;    he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
Jesus came in weakness and defeated sin in the world. He came without power, without reputation, but he came to give his life as a ransom for the world. 

At the end of this story God’s people were preserved and did not assimilate with the Philistines.  

God will preserve his people, he will build his kingdom, but you are important to that process.  You are important to him. 
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