The Bible’s Greatest Hits: Trees Walking
Discussion Questions

Read Mark 8:22-26
This is the only miracle recorded in the New Testament that was performed in two stages. 

The first eight chapters of Mark all deal with the question, “Who is he?” The question will be definitively answered at the end of the chapter.  And, it marks a change in Mark’s gospel. 

This is not just a miracle but it is also a parable.  Most scholars agree that this miracle was done this way for the sake of the disciples. 

This miracle brings in to sharp contrast the blindness of the Pharisees and the disciples.

To understand the context of this miracle read Mark 8:11-21.  

What are the five questions Jesus asks his disciples in verses 17-18?  How do these questions relate to our lives today? 

Moving back to the miracle, what is the challenge of verse 22?  (Who do you need to bring to Jesus?)

It is difficult to describe this man.  You can no longer say that he is blind, yet you hesitate to say that he can see because he sees men as trees walking.  What is he?

Are there a lot of followers of Christ, Christians, who are miserable and unhappy because they are stuck in this spot?

The scripture calls this condition spiritual blindness.

Pastor Larry mentioned four reasons for spiritual blindness. 

1. We are not clear about who we are.

· We are unhappy because we thought we would be farther along at this point.

· We are discouraged because we thought our life would be different.

2. Our hearts are not fully engaged.

3. We have not completely submitted ourselves to Christ or the authority of scripture.

4. We like the vagueness. 
How do you relate to these?  Are there some others?

V.24- what if the man had answered differently?  What he did not want to admit he wasn’t seeing clearly?  What if he didn’t want to admit his problem?  Why is it so hard to admit we are not seeing clearly?

In Mark 8:27 Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?”

Peter knew the answer but he still could not see everything clearly.  He would need Jesus to touch his eyes many times in his life and ministry.  What can we learn from him?

How does Jesus want to heal your sight?

1. Acknowledge that we still don’t see clearly.

2. Pray for the eyes of Jesus. (See v.26, 30 – Jesus knew that sooner or later his redemptive acts would attract the attention of the Romans and the religious leaders.  Each act would put another nail in his coffin...)
3. Know that someday our sight will be fully restored.
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