The Bible’s Greatest Hits: 

The Essentials for Walking on Water
Discussion Questions

What is the scariest thing you think the Lord has ever asked you to do?  How did it go?

Read Matthew 14:22:33

Now look at the five essentials to walking on water...

1. There is always a call.

2. There is always a decision.

3. There is always fear.

4. There is always a new focus.

5. There is always a changed life.

Where would you place these essentials in the story?  When did they take place?  Would you add anything to the list? 

Look at verse 22.  What is the significance of Jesus going up the mountain by himself to pray?  Why do you think Matthew included this in the story?

Why were the disciples so afraid when the saw Jesus (v.26)?  
Were they superstitious?  Were they not expecting Jesus to come this way?  Jesus showed up in a way that was out of their experience and context.  Are there ways that Jesus can show up out of your experience and context?  Have you ever experienced that?  What was it like?

Example from Pastor Larry- Sometimes I feel like I just drowned during a sermon, nothing clicked for me or I felt like the congregation was just staring at me wondering when I would done.  Often, when I feel the worst about how I did is the very Sunday someone will come to me and share that Jesus touched them in a profound way.  I know for sure it was the Lord at work.  Every Sunday is an opportunity for me to get out of the boat!
How do I know it’s the Lord calling me out of the boat?

· Are you looking for him?

· Are you challenged to a more radical/complete trust in Jesus?

· Does it correspond with scripture?

· Does godly counsel affirm it?

There are at least two ways we are called by Jesus to get out of the boat.  First, is a more radical trust in him.  Second is for service, typically a service out of our comfort zone.  This service always calls us to do something that will require greater trust and power from Christ to accomplish. 
Where are you experiencing this in your life right now?  

How do we encourage each other to get out of the boat?

Finally, reread verses 32-33.  What is the result of this story?  Hint: even the other eleven disciples worshipped Jesus.  Why do you think that was?

How can we pray for each other this week.
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